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For promoting the RESIDENCE. 


Parochial CL ERGY. 


EIN O call, the Bill in queſtion, a Bill for 

80 T by promoting refidence, is not proper, 

A becauſe there is not a clauſe in it 

that -enforces reſidence: On the contrary, 

the preſent Laws reſpeQing reſidence ſeem 

to bz weakened by whatis ſaid in p. 5, where 
| 1 che 


ES 1 


the paymentof two per cent. extraordinary, 
by the non- reſident Incumbent ſeems to be 
a diſpenſation for non-rcfidence. 


And nothing in this act hinders the 
Clergy from letting their parſonage houſes, 
when improved by the powers of it. 


2, If the a& might nat with greater pro- 
pricty be called-An act fog enabling and 
encouraging the parochial Clergy to build, 

and improve their parſonage houſes, 


Nothing ſhould be ſaid about repairing, 
becauſe, if the preſent, Laws are perfect, 
and welt enforc'd in any ecclefiaſtical mat- 
ters, it is in keeping up of parſonage 
houſes. - The State of which is twice in a 
year repreſented to the Ordinary by the 
Churchwardens upon Oath; and Dilapida- 
tions are conſtantly and rigidly recovered 
by every new Incumbent. The caſe is, 
that many. parſonage houſes were built five, 


OT 


ET 4 


or ſix hundred years ago, and cannot be 
repaired to any effect: Like many Churches 
deſcribed in Briefs, | they muſt be wholly. 
1 down and rebuilt. 


If the act interferes ia the article of 
Repairing, 1 it may create difficulties by claſh- 
ing with the preſent Laws on that ſubject, 
and give 'offence to the Biſhops; without 


whoſe. ſupport the Bill will never paſs 
through the Lords. 


The Preamble of the Bill ſhould, I think 
ſtate ſomething to the following effect-viz. 
That, through length of time, many parſon- 
age houſes are fallen into decay and cannot 
be made conveniently habitable by the ordi- 
nary methods of Repair preſcribed by the 
Laws now in force, and that to render the 
ſame fate and commodious, they muſt be 
partly, or wholly taken down and rebuilt: 
That in ſome Pariſhes there are no parſon- 
age houſes at all, for want of which the 

ſaid 


ES 3 


faid Pariſhes are deſtitute of the advantages 
of the refident ReQor; and that by degrees, 
as the old parſonage houſes by gradual 
decay fall into ruin, many more pariſhes 
in like manner are like to be deſtitute of 
parſonage houſes; And That becauſe the 
ſeveral Incumbents are unable or unwilling 
to rebuild, or improve their faid Parſonages, 
(in which they have generally only a Life- 
hold intereſt) at their own ſingle coſt and 
charge, having no means of recovering the 
fmalleſt part of the ſame from their Succeſ- 
ſors in their reſpective Pariſhes, tho' ſuch 
Succeſſiors muſt have equal, if not ſuperior 
Benefits from the improvements ſo made in 
parfonage houfes. To remedy this incon- 
venience, and that the Rectors of 
Pariſhes may be in part indemnified for 
fach uſeful and neceſſary Improvements, 
as they may make in their reſpective 
parſonage houſes, — | 


May 


19 1 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, &c.— 


As to out buildings, a clauſe may be 
added to extend the act to them. But the 
preſent Laws are ſufficient for keeping up 
what are already built; and perhaps it were 
better not to encourage the building of 
more; as the keeping of them up, will 
be a great expence to future Incumbents. 


A ſpeciai Clauſe to be inſerted to include 
Vicarages and perpetual Curacies in this act. 


Page 2, line 10, after ruinous and de- 
cayed——read— 


That it muſt be in whole or in part taken 
down and re-built, in order to make it a 
ſafe and commodious habitation for the 
Incumbent of ſuch pariſh, it ſhall and may 
be lawful for every ſuch Incumbent, &c. as 
in the Bill down to Dioceſe in line 24, where 
omit the cqnſent of the Patron; on 


O whoſe 


1 


whoſe Caprice the Miniſter and Pariſh 
ought not to depend for the means of the 
former's having a convenient houſe in the 
place of his duty, and of the latter's having 
the benefit of his reſidence. 


Let not the value of the Advowſon be 
diminiſhed by any thing contained in this 
act, and the Patron will not object to it. 
But whether the ſuppoſed improvement 
ought, or ought not to be made, ſhould be 
referred ſolely to the Biſhop, who will be 
an able and impartial Judge, and not ſuffer 
the improvement to be made, if the Patron 
alledges any proper objection againſt it. 
But if ſuch improvement depends upon the 
Patron, he may wantonly, or maliciouſly, 
or covetouſly with-hold his affent. 


And as Parſonages will frequently ſell 
better, which have no houſes, many 
patrons will not encourage the building of 
them. By this Bill, the Living is to be 

mortgaged 


EF 1 


mortgaged for Seventeen years, to diſ- 
charge the expence of the ſuppoſed im- 
provement. Will a Living be worth as 
much with ſuch a mortgage on it, as 
. dtherwiſe: Cettainly it frequently will not. 
In theſe cafes then, the Patron's conſent 
cannot be expected. The Power given 
to Patrons in the ſubſequent part of this 
Bill, to make the improvements in the 
parſonage houſe, without the conſent of 
the Incumbent, tho' at the Incumbents 
expence, is highly unjuſt and oppreſſive. 
The Rector is to do nothing, without 
the Patron; but the Patron is to do almoſt 
what he pleaſe, without the Rector. Is 
this fait towards the Clergy? 197 90 T8 


Indeed to ſpeak freely; the Bil in its 
preſent form is inconvenient, and trouble- 
ſome in the mode of execution, and oppreſ- 
ſive and injurous to the Clergy; and, but 
what is worſe, it is perfectly nugatory with 
reſpect to the end, it is intended to 1 4 

or, 


E 


For, ſuppoſe a Living to be of the 
yearhy value of One Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds, and the Parſonage houſe, decayed 
and ruinous, and. the Incumbent to obtain 
the Biſhop” 8 and Patron's leave to expend 
Two years income, , that is Three Hundred 
Pound upon it; The queſtion with the 
Incumbent will bb, whether he be likely 
to live Seventeen years. If he thinks 
himſelf. not likely to live to that period, he 
will not be very anxious about the condi- 
tion of his houſe, ; and diſpoſed to give 
himſelf a great deal. of trouble and leflen 
his income, by improvements. If he 
thinks himſelf likely to out-live, the mort- 
gage, he will ſtand exactly under this adi, 
as he did before it paſſed: That is the 
whole!' improvement, of which his ſuc- 
ceflor,- are to reap equal Benefit, will be 
made out of his owrv pocket. And at the 
end of Seventeen years, his improvements 
wil BY coft him Te Hundred Pounds; 
27319) of 65bonogio. 210 e on which 
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Which he will think a very A rent 


for his ere \Guſc. 
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have to improve their 1 19 houles, 
ariſes from the knowledge they have, 
that the improvements they make at their 
own expence, is only putting Money into 
the hands of the lay Patrons, who ſell the 
Livings for more or leſs according to the 
condition of the. parſonage houſes. . A good 
parſonage, houſe 18 a great Recommen- 
dation to a. Purchaſcr if the Situation be 
good. If not a Purchaſer will give more 
where there is no Parſonage houſe at all; 
becauſe Reſidence, i in ſuch, 2 caſe will not 
be required; and the, charge of repairing 
a parſonage houſe, and the a tou Taxes 
will be ſaved, A Rector in the Country 
had : an old, houſe, | not worth a Farthing, 
(built of Timber and Rubbiſh, probably 
Five Hundred years ago,) burnt io the 


ground. 2. Is there any law to gen him 
build 


v - g * 4 * . — * * 
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build a new houſe? If there be, vo is to 
put it in force. Will ti Biſhop take upon 
him that troubleſome and inviduous office. 


* 4 muſt ſtarve while the houſe 


« 4 ak. 


pleaſant one. And has fefuſed, over 1 
over, to contribute one Farthing towards Fl 
new houle. But if a good one be built at 
the ReQor's expence, the Patron will ſell 
the Living, accordingly. For the Living 


is at Sale, Is it to be expected that any 
houſe ſhould be built on that Living. 


The Corruption of Wy" Patrotis is as 
chief diſcouragement w the improvement 
of parſonage houſes, The Livings of 
Biſhops and Colleges have their parſonage 
houſes kept in a better fare,” becauſe 
they are given to the Incumbents' who 
ſhew themſelves willing enough to lay out 
their Money upon their Parfonages, when 
they know their Patrons will give ther e 

a 


P ] 


a worthy Succeſſor, in an e and 
conſcientious manner, | | 


There is a capital Obje&ion to the mode 
propoſed in this Bill, of improying parſonage 
houſes; namely, That it amounts tothe import 
of a heavy Tax upon the parochial Clergy 
for putting their parſonage houſes into a 


better condition, and at the ſame time, that 
the Govern ment pleads the public utility of 
ſuch a new Impoſition, it will not contribute 
/ one farthing towards it; but lays the whole, ' 
Burden of expence upon thoſe, who are to 
confer the obligation upon the public. Is 
this juſt, Ought not the public to pay for 
the benefit it receives. The Government, 
for ought I ſee, might as well lay upon the 
Clergy, the expence of paving the ſtreets. 
If the public want the ſuppoſed improve- 
ments it muſt pay for them: if it does not, 
to what purpoſe is this Bill. There will 
come a time, I hope, when the Governors 
of Queen Ann's Bounty will give ſome 
account 


- 
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account to Parliament of the many hundred 
thouſand Pounds lock'd up in their hands, 
which is growing like the Muliard-ſeed, 

and will, ſooner than is generally imagined, 

amount to a fum ſufficient to buy the Fee- 
fimple of the Kingdom. Towbat better pur- 
poſe could ſome ofthis money be applied, than 
to the building of parſonage houſes. ' But 


If, neither Government nor Patrons, nor 
Pariſhes, nor Biſhops will contribute any 
thing towards the good of Religion, and 
of the Public, and the Parochial Clergy 
muſt do what is thought neceflary at their 
own expence; it would, I think, encourage 


che building and improving of parſonage 
houſes to give, by an act of Parliament, the 
Clergy. whe are diſpoſed ſo to lay out their 
Money, a power of recovering one Moiety 
of the Money, diſburſed by them, from 

their reſpective Succefſors. | 


Let it be conſidered, whether if an Ex- 
pence allowed by the or dinary upon proper 
ſurveys 


En 
ſurveys and certificates, and under certain 
cautions, and not exceeding ro yeurb "Abt 
income of the Living Were to be defray ed, 


one half by the perſon who: builds, ad 0 the 
other by * Succeſſor. r 0 


- Maga for att had ter hits 

a Living of 100l. per ann. to, lay out 200l. 
upon the houſe, the Incumbent would theh 
fink one 'whble yeat's income and the in- ‚ 
tereſt of two hundred pounds for his life. h 
Thus the houſe would coſt him not leſs than 
fifteen pounds a year during his life. Becauſe 
the, Hundred Pounds ſunk might perhaps 
have purchaſed. him an Annuity of Teh or | 
Twelve Pounds; and the. Intereſt of the 
other Hundred Pounds muſt be reckon'd 
at Four, or Five per Cent. This would be 
an heavy Burden, too great for moſt of 
the Clergy poſſeſſed of ſuch Livings But 
ſome, for the ſake of living in their Pariſhes, 
and having their commodious Dwellings» 
» out ſuch TWO Hundred 
D Pounds 
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Pounds, provided their Executors could have 
One Hundred Pounds paid back at the Death 
of the Incumbent, who lays out the Money. 

The ſucceeding Incumbent could not 
cp n at paying the remaining Hundred 
Pounds, becauſe for that he has the Benefit 
of u good houſe during his Incumbency: 
And if he does complain, it cannot be 
help'd: As Pariſhes: muſt have Miniſters, 
and Miniſters muſt have houſes. No 
ſcheme, that can be defired wauld ſatisfy 
every Body: But it would certainly very 
much incourage the improving of parſon- 
age houſes, were the Perſons, who make 
ſuch improvements, to receive part of the 
Money, they laid out, were it the half, or 
the third, from the ſucceeding Incumbent, 
who was to be benefited by the improve- 
ment. Such a Law as this is eſtabliſhed 
in Ireland and is thought very uſeful. But, 
I] believe there, the Incumbent has too 
much latitude in laying out Money upon 
his Benefice. The improvement ought to 


be 


0-19 11 
be limited We the value of the ad, 


Page 3. « And abet it further endes. Ke, 


Soppoſe i inftead: _ "oY method—The 
Rector ſhould be obliged, on oath before 
the Ordinary at the Viſitation; to deliver a 
true and diſtinct account of the Money 
actually advanced and paid in the improve- 
ment, or building of his parſonage houſe; 
according to the ſurvey before taken, and 
approved by the Ordinary, and purſuant 
to the cautions, preſcribed by the act; and 
the ſaid accompt of diſburſements were 
order d to be kept among the - Archives of 
the Ordinary, together with the terrier of 
the lands reſpecting ſuch Pariſh, or other- 
wiſe, and that a copy of ſuch accompt taken, 
at the expence of five Shillings, from the 
Office of the Ordinary, and ſigned by him, 
to prove its authenticity, were made a fuffi- 
cient ground for the late Incumbent, his 
2 Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, to 
2 74 demand 


1 20 14 


demand and recover the Moiety of the 

Money diſburſed by the late Incumbent. 
Ido not fee; that it fignifies io the Ordinary, 
how the Money is raiſed; let the Rector be 


alldvved w make the improvement requiſite, 
ind prove the 68a et £1 1 the 
ed ilenfveted 8180 ils 16 71 11 
LES 3 4 "6-1 


© bid. „ And be h nkebanntbs dike 1. 
Maney Ta to — ere 


164 E | | 
ain ut has been juſt now „ faid, 0 
. ae wems — 


7K 


a, 6 Provided always, * he's it 
1 e that exgry — Ordi- 
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This muſt be en out, hints: it 
claſhes with a variety of Laws now in force, 
concerning: keeping parſonage houſes in 
repair: And is, beſides, altogether foreign 
ae e of chis act. See what I 


iini. have 


| 28 } 
have ſaic before on this ſubject. Page 1. 


| hid. * And be it further enacted, that the 
en of every ſuch Living.“ &c. 


| Great part of this Paragraph wall be 
ſuperfluous, if the preceding Principles are. 
adopted. According to thole Principles, 
the Clergyman, who makes the improve- 
ment may get the Money where he pleaſe, 
and how he pleaſcs-He will be intitled to 
no intereſt during his Incumbency; and 
afterwards only to the Moiety of his. 
diſburſement: Which are to be certified as 
aboyo del. 


Page 83 that every ſuch Incum- 
bent, who ſhall not refide (Six. calendar 
Months) in the year——ſhall—pay Eight 
Pounds per cent. 


2 If this be meant to interfere with, or 
ſuperſede the preſent Laws, which inforce 


Reſidence 


—— — —— —ä—ũà—j—ü— — 
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Refidence, it will be very tickliſh; and, I 
think, very imprudent to ſay any thing here 
on the ſubject of Reſidence. ' Non-refi- 
dence will be in part removed by the bene- 
ficial tendency of this Bill. And the ſubject 
is of ſo much. delicacy and importance, 
that it will require a ſpecial Statute, when 
ever the Government ' ſhall think fit to 


reinforce the preſent Laws concernin 4 
Refidence. uy 


= 4 if the a who take FR bone 
of this act were reſtrained from letting 
their parſonage houſes, whether it were not 
2 wiſe. Reſtriction. When a Rector letts 
his parſonage houſe, he virtually takes leave 
of his Pariſh, and expoſes the Rectory to an 
increaſe of Land Tax; which the - ſucceed- 
ing Rector, tho” he reſides, is ſeldom able 
to get taken off. I wiſh it were never lawſul 
to lett a parſonage houſe. There would 
__ be but few non-refident _ | 


P age 


| 
| 
' 


| 
| 
' 


out of this be expected to build a houſe at 


( 231 
Page 5. © And be it further enacted 


that at, or before the day“ &c. 


According to my Principles, this whole 
Paragraph is needleſs, excepting the Clauſe 
reſpecting fire. If a parſonage houſe be 
burnt, there is no Law for making the 
ReQtor build another. The houſe was 
originally built for the Rector; who was 
never at any time obliged to build one for 
himſelf, unleſs the parſonage houſe were 
ſuffered to fall down, or come to ruin, by 
his negligence in not repairing it; butin 
caſe of fire, and other accidents, indepen- 
dent. of the Rector's care and attention: 
where the parſonage houſe is deſtroyed, 
there is no Law to oblige him to rebuild it; 
nor can it be expected from him, to ſtarve 
himſelf for the ſake of a houſe. The ge- 
nerality of Livings in this Kingdom are 
from about Eighty to One Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds per ann. Can a Clergyman 


the 


( 44 /} 


the expence of Three or Four Hundred 
Pounds, he had better give up the Living; 
but this would not relieve him, were the 
Law to oblige him to build. So he muſt be 

ran'd either way. If the Law requires 
him to build, as ſome affirm; he muft do it 
according to the Mode preſcribed by the 
Ordinary. But the Ordinary will never 
take upon himſelf a troubleſome and irfvi- 
duous taſk of this nature. So that when a 
houſe is burnt down, there is but little pro- 
bability of another being ever built. 


If a Clergyman therefore, in the preſent 
ftate, ſhould think it better to have no 
parfonage houſe than be at the expence of 
repairing it, he is only to get ſome perſon, 
who wiſhes him well, to ſet a Match to the 
old Timber and Thatch, and burn the houſe 
down. For this reaſon it were a pity, but. 
that the Clergy were all obliged to inſure 
their houſes, fo long as that can be done at 
z moderate charge. 


ms 


1 25 1 
page 5, Laft Paragraph to be totally omitted. 


Page 6, And in order that the payment. dele 
this whole Paragraph, and alſo the 4 next, 


* 


Page 9, I highly approve of the form of the 
conſent of the Ordinary. But for reaſons 


above given, there 18 no need of the conſent 
of The Patron, The Incumbent ought not to 
be in ſubjection to the Patron. The Patron 
may require a confideration for his conſent, 
or with-hold it unjuſtly. 


Page 10, 
Form of the Mortgage unneceſſary. 
Page 1 3» 


Appoiatment of the Nominee unneceflary. 


Form 


4: 08+ 4] 
Form of order of the Ordinary, unneceſſary. 


Page 14, 
& Form ofcertificate of the two Clergymen.” 


It will fave much trouble, if the Rector 
be obliged to ſtate his caſe to the Ordinary, 
upon oath, and the truth thereof certified by. 
the oaths of Two Incumbents of the Deanery 
wherein ſuch Living ſhall happen to be; 
the Teſtimony of the Three may be recei- 
ved by the Ordinary, at his Viſitation, and 
contained in One, and the ſame paper; For 
the Two Clergymen need only atteſt their 
belief of the facts at the bottqm of the 
inſtrument, and as the Clergy of the ſame 
Deanery attend the Ordinary together at 
his Viſitations, the whole buſineſs may be 
done without any trouble, The fees, 
however, for taking this Aflidavit ought 
not to be left to the mercy of the Officers 
of the Ordinarv, who may take occaſion to 
| demand 


tA? j 


demand. what they pleaſe of the poor 
Clergy, upon this new ſpecies of Buſineſs, 


My wiſh is; to ſee this Bill purged of al 
unneceſſary matters, and recommending 
ſelf to the favor of Government by no 
infringement on the rights of Patrons, or 
Biſhops; by nodifficulty, or expence attend- 
ing the Execution of it; by keeping clear 
of all antiquities in the language of it; by a 
cautious forbearance to touch on any points, 
already provided for, by the Laws in being: 
particularly the Laws concerning Reſidence, 
or the juriſdiction of the Ordinary. It 
abuſes or defects are diſcoverable with re- 
ſpect to either, the rectifying of them is not 
the purpoſe of this Bill: And to charge 
it with any matters of that ſort would intro- 
duce confuſion into the Law, were the 


Bill to take place; but probably, by giving 


an Alarm to the Biſhops and Patrons, defeat 
the ſucceſs of the Bill. 


The 


* 
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© The Author is forry, he could not gi ive 
Ge Reader a partial copy of the Bill, on 
which he has taken the liberty ta make his 
Remarks: But he was afraid of making 
his Pamphlet more bulky, than was con- 
ſiſtent with his deſign; and he doubted, 


whether it might 1 not he conſtrued a brech | 


of Privilege, to print a Bill while it is 
depending i in the Houſe of Commons; but 


the Bill has been printed by order of the 


Committee, and a copy of it may be had, he 
preſumes, without difficulty. 


T HE Author having written his Remarks in 

a great hurry, expecting the Bill to come be- 
fore the Houſe, in a very few Days, ſent them 
haſtily to the Preſs, which he had not time to over- 
look; finds therefore, in the printed Copies, a 
Number of ERRNATA, which he requeſts the can- 
did Reader to correct, not only in the Pointing, 
where the Senſe diſcovers an Error, but alſo to 
rectify the follow ing Miſtakes in the Text. 


Page 10, Line 18, for frequently, read ſometimes. 
19, for many, read ſome. 
It, 20, dele but 
12. 19, for Succeſſor, read Succeſſors. 
13, 6, for improvements read improvement, 
8, after who, inſert frequently; 
for the, read their, 
13, for vill, read may; 
16, after be, read /o [trifly, 
i 143 5, for wiſhes there may, read does not 
[ much care if there be, 


dele becauſe"the ſituation is not a pleaſant one. 
12, after will, add, endeavour to, 
19, after given, add freely, 
. | Is, 19, for muſt read ſhould, 
| 16, 3, for, is, read are. 
| ty; 5, after Succeſſor, add, many of the Clergy 
would not be induced phony their parſonage houſes, 
6, for/, an Incumbent, 
9, for one, read two. 
| > 18, for u, read many. 
73% 21, for their, read there, 
25, 12 after unneceſſary, add, and very troubleſome 
I. 14, after unneceſſary, add, and very troubleſome. 
27 9, for antiquities, read ambiguities, 
38, 2, for partial, read printed, 
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